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The months of January and February are not usually very exciting in 
Jerusalem. The cold and the rain (quite abundant this year) lead us 
all to hibernate and to devote most of our time to our own occupa=- 
tions. Visitors were few (Rev. and Mrs, Thompson, on their way back 
to New Zealand from Zurich; Prof. Geddes, Miss Jacoby, and Miss Long- 
ren, from the American University of Cairo, two young friends of Miss 
Frey from Beirut) and it is essentially the small core of School ap- 
pointees who held the fort. Mven some of them went away for short 
periods of time, such as the Director who spent a little over a week 
in Egypt, and the Huffmons, who are there now. 


All this is not to say that nothing happens. In fact the last two 
weeks end the rain led to a rather startling discovery which has all 
er-reeology-minded people in town quite surprised. Some time in Janu- 
ary the Municipality began digging foundations for a new school to be 
bu.it some twenty meters south of the southwestérn corner of the 
Hasam, between the Haram wall and the city wall. In the course of 
thauir digging they discovered a wall running North-South approximately 
five or six meters west of the line of the western Haram wall. Pere 
de Vaux rushed to the scene and the general consensus of opinion was 
that this was some late mediaeval wall of little significance. Then 
it rained. The great quantities of water washed out parts of the 
trench in which the wall was and uncovered on the western side of the 
rubble a magnificent marginally drafted, typical Herodian wall-facing. 
It so happened that a few days later there was a great reception at 
the Haram attended by the Mayor and the Minister of Education. After 
the reception the dignitaries went over to the place of discovery and 
the Minister ordered all work to be stopped until the significance of 
the wall is elucidated. Then the Department of Antiquities entered 
the picture and began clearing the wall. They first cleared the part 
on which the school was to be built and, after this part had been 
measured and photographed , the building operation was allowed to re- 
sume. Then they pushed their investigations to the north and there a 
new surprise awaited all. At about four meters from the Haram wall, 
the new wall suddenly turns east and continues parallel to the sanct- 
uary wall, Only a few meters have so far been cleared. 


Three problems are immediately posed. The first one is to determine 
the extent of the wall and this will only be answered after further — 
excavations, although one may already point out that no evidence has 
been found for the wall beyond some thirty meters south of the Haram. 
The second problem is that, so far, the good *Herodian' facing appears 
only on one side of the wall (the western side and, after the corner, 
the northern one). It is not yet possible to say whether this was So 
originally or whether the stones from the other face have disappeared, 
perhaps dug out for some later construction. If this was originally 
so, the wall may be part of some terracing job for gardens, even 
though the direction of its good face does not seem to be right. But 
one must first clear it to the foundations on both sides, which is not 
easy if one considers the tremendous accumulation of debris and also 
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the fact that practically every bulldozer in Jordan has been hired 
for the shooting of a movie on Lawrence of Arabia in wadi Ram (ébvi- 
ously the bulldozers are needed to create original local color). The 
third problem is to determine the date of the wall. The pottery 
above it has been mostly Roman-Byzantine, according to what I was 
told, but I have not pet seen it or the pottery which was found, if 
any, in the one place where the excavators have gone below the found- 
ations of the wall. If it is indeed a Herodian construction, the 
whole question of the southern wall of the Haram will have to be 
posed anew. It may indeed be a later building using Herodian stones, 
but then one may wonder where such admirable stones were found and 
how they could be fitted so well into the new wall, to the point, for 
instance, of having original corner stones used for the new corner. 
And,also, if not Herodian, when was this wall built? To all these 
questions we may get an answer soon. But the discovery once again 
illustrates the fascination of life in Jerusalem and shows how even 
the dreary winter months can have some excitement. 


Otherwise the Director has completed his photographic survey of the 
Aqsa and Bethlehem mosaics and, as announced in his last Newsletter, 


gives room'to the other School appointees for a few words about their 
activities, 


By: Paul Lapp 


"The last two weeks I have been working with the staff of the Dutch 
excavation at Tell Deir ‘Alla, commonly considered biblical Sucfoth, 
near where the Wadi Zerqa enters the Ghor. At this six-week point 
the second campaign (for a report of the first see VT X, pp. S86ff. ) 
is half over, and a few preliminary remarks may be made. These have 
been kindly permitted by the Director, who will supply 4 summary of 
the campaign results for a subsequent Newsletter. 





"The excavation is being carried out through a grant from the Nether- 
lands Organization for the Advancement of Pure Research under the di- 
rection of Dr. H. J. Franken of Leiden University. Both he and his 
wife have been members of Miss Kenyon's Jericho staff. Other staff 
members are primarily oriented to methods of prehistoric excavation 
in Europe, which need drastic adaptation for Palestine. A ceramic 
specialist has been especially valuable since the central aim of the 
excavation is to develop a precise pottery sequence especially for the 
Late Bronze and Iron periods. 


"The outstanding discovery of this season so far has been the massive 
burn which ended the Late Bronze occupation. It contained a faience 
bowl bearing a cartouche of Ramesses II (1290-1224 B.C.) and other 
objects similar to those found in the Fosse Temple at Lachish. 


"The pottery of the early Iron II period is of extreme importance be- 
cause of its striking differences in repertory and technique from 
either northern or southern Palestine although relations with the 
former are closer, 


"Professor Alfred von Rohr Sauer of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis 
has been gaining valuable field experience here, and we have enjoyed 
excursions to some of the numWérous neighboring tells after work. 
Typical of the results of our surveys are the following. Tell el- 
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Fukhar was reported by Nelson Glueck to be “covered with large quanti- 
fies of sherds, most of which are Byzantine, and the rest mediaeval 
Arabic." (Explorations IV, p. 312) In the hundreds of sherds exam- 
ined, we found only pottery dating from ca. 50 B.C.--A.D. 100 with the 
possible exception of one sherd. We discovered a small, low-lying 
tell just west of Tell 'Ammata which contained huge quantities of 
seemingly homogeneous Arabic sherds suggesting that it was the site of 
an Arab Sugar industry. At Tell el-Mazar and Tell es-Sa'tidiyeh esh- 
Sherqi we found Iron II sherds that seemed to have a much closer link 
with the Palestinian repertory, suggesting that perhaps Tell Deir 
"Alla was an "imported" industrial community. 


"In the next months my wife and I will be busy with plans for the 
April sounding at 'Araq el-Emir and study of the Early Hellenistic 
pottery from Shechem," : 


Paul W.Lapp, Annual Professore 
By: Herbert Huffmon iin 
"The Near Eastern part of the year began in Cairo on June 27, where I 
spent a tantilizing morning visiting the Egyptian Museum and enlarging 
an appetite for a more elaborate tour of sites and museums in Egypt 
(this is to begin Feb. 8). The following day, my wife and I arrived 
in Jerusalem together with the major part of the staff of the 1960 
Drew-McCormick expedition to Shechem. The summer of archaeology, un- 
der the direction of G. Ernest Wright, was extremely profitable. The 
principles of field archaeology, which had been studied from books, 
took on a more explicit meaning, and the experience in the non-ancient, 
yet highly honored ar¢ of drawing sherds was most valuable, if at 
times exasperating. At the conclusion of the work in the field, Dre 
Wright very generously suggested learning more of the mysteries of 
archaeology by helping in the preliminary study of the non-Hellenistic 
pottery finds of the 1960 season. And the major portion of time spent 
in Jerusalem since then has been involved with the study, comparison 
and han?tling of the Sheckem sherds. To outsiders, the progress of 
this vicrk seems primarily to consist of the successive cluttering-up 
and cleaning-up of the Seminar room, now piled high with pottery that 
is sincularly unimpressive to the casual visitor. 


wfter the first taste at Shechem, it was delightful to accept the kind 
invitation of Peter Parr and return to the field in September for 
throe weeks with the British School, at Petra. Here the marvels of 
archaeological method were only matched by the grandeur of the site. 


"Upon returning from Petra total attention was directed towards the 
annual Fall field trip, whose ill-fated progress, due, I suspect, to 
inconsiderate kabob, has already been related. Upon recuperation, my 
wife and I went on a private field trip to Lebanon and Damascus, vis- 
iting several Phonecian sites, the museums, the churches, and Baalbek. 
Except for the numerous short trips which the School has taken, de- 
scribed elsewhere, the time has been spent in the Shechem pottery, as 
well as reading about pottery and visiting the collection of the Pal- 
estine Archaeological Museum. Throughout this period, this work has 
been interspersed with various small study projects and an attempt to 
keep abreast of my thesis. 


"The remaining time will be spent with the sherds, working on my the- 
sis, and taking part in the Spring field trips and projected excava- 
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tions by the Schoole After that, with many thanks to the American 


School and the University of Michigan for making the year possible, 
we shall return in June to Ann Arbor," 


Herbert Huffmon, Fellow 
By: James Zink 9k 2K IK 2 9 9K 9k 9k 22K 2k 2k 2k 


"After the orientation trip through Syria and a small portion of 
Turkey, as described in Dr. Grabar's first news-letter, I decided to 
devote my time to these projects: (1) to learn Something about Pales- 
tinian pottery; (2) to gain a basic knowledge of field archaeology; 
and (3) to take advantage of the library facilities at both the school 
and the Ecole Biblique in researching for my dissertation. 


"The field trips which have been taken during the year have been quite 
helpful in relation to both of the first two goals, for opportunity 
has been provided thereby to collect shards for study and also to ob- 
serve the excavations which have been done. Recently I have begun 
assisting in the drawing of the shards in the collection made by the 
Drew-McCormick expedition to Balata this past summer. This opportunit:’ 
ty, combined with the study of the collection of shards at the school 
and the publications available in the library, provides a good start- 
ing point for a beginner in the study of Palestinian pottery. 


"The realization of the second goal which was set has, as previously 
stated, been advanced by the school field trips. In this concern val- 
uable experience will be gained in the proposed work at ‘Arak el- 
‘Emir which Prof. Lapp will direct this Spring. In preparation for 
this work I have been studying excavation reports regarding the Per- 
sian and Hellenistic periods to see whether there might be Some arch- 
itectural affinities to the impressive Qasr al-'Abd at this site. 


"The inclement weather has provided a good opportunity to devote a 
good amount of my time to dissertation research. The subject of this 
is "The Use of the 01d Testament in the Apocrypha." This project is 
being supervised by Prof. W. F. Stinespring of Duke University. In 
this study I have undertaken to classify the different types of cita- 
tions of the 01d Testament in the Apocrypha: whether they are explic- 
it citations, that is, direct quotations or verbal allusions; or im- 
plicit citations, general allusions, echoes of Biblical language, or 
theological reminiscences. With regard to the direct quotations a 
study will be made of their text to determine their relationship ven 
the MT and LXX, This study will also be concerned with the theologi- 
cal nature of the various types of citation and will seek to give a 
picture of the type(s) of interpretation of the Old Testament applied 
in the Apocrypha." 


James K. Zink, Fellow 
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Oleg Grabar 
Director, Jerusalem School 





